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HOME MANUFACTURES IN VIRGINIA IN 1791. 



Letters to Alexander Hamilton, from Gen. Edward Carrington. 1 

Richmond, October 4th, 1791. 

The enclosed papers contain parts of the information which I 
expect to furnish upon the subject of Manufactures in Virginia, 
and are transmitted agreeably to your request. These papers have 
come from the two lower Surveys of the District, the information 
they contain as to the particular Neighbourhoods from which they 
are drawn may be applied with propriety to the whole of these Sur- 
veys ; indeed, so equally do the People of Virginia go into Manufac- 
tories within themselves, that the application might be made to the 
whole Country, with only a few allowances from a consideration of 
their respective staples which I will in some degree inable you to 
make, upon the following principles. In regard to staples, Vir- 
ginia is contemplated under three divisions, the Lower, the Middle, 
& the Upper: the first is comprehended between the Sea and the 
falls of our great rivers; the Second between these falls and the 
blue ridge of Mountains the latter takes all the Country beyond the 
mountains. 

The staples of the first are Indian corn principally, small crops 
of indifferent Tobacco small crops of wheat, & in some parts, lum- 
ber. 



iThe letters herewith presented are in the Hamilton manuscripts in 
the Library of Congress. When as Secretary of the Treasury Alexander 
Hamilton was preparing his report on manufactures, he collected in- 
formation from the federal officials and others in the different States. 
General Edward Carrington, who had been appointed by Washington, 
the marshal of the United States District Court of Virginia, and who as 
marshal had had charge of the census returns in 1790, gathered the 
information from his friends and federal officers in the State. One of 
the letters is from General Edward Stevens, well known as an efficient 
officer in the Revolution. The report of the home manufactures of King 
William county is especially valuable, having been made out with care 
by Mr. Drury Ragsdale. It gives us some information of the extent of 
the old industrial life which was centered about the home. 
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The Middle Country produces our great exports of Tobacco & 
wheat. 

The Upper Country produces Hemp, Flax, & wheat principally, 
and small and indifferent crops of Tobacco. 

I have observed that the people of the whole country are in 
habits of Domestic Manufactures pretty equally, except that some 
allowances must be made on Account of field labour upon their re- 
spective staples, these are as follow : the staples of the lower country 
require moderate labour, and that at particular seasons of the year, 
the consequence is that they have much leisure and can apply their 
hands to Manufacturing so far as to supply, not only the cloathing 
of the Whites, but of the Blacks also. 

The great staple, Tobacco, in the Middle Country requires much 
labor when growing, and, what with fitting it for market, and pre- 
paring land for succeeding crops leaves but little time for the same 
hands to Manufacture : the consequence is, that the latter business 
is carried on only by white females in poor families, and, in wealthy 
families, under the Eye of the Mistress, by female slaves drawn out 
of the Estates for that purpose, aided by the superfluous time of a 
superabundance of house-servants; the consequence is, that less is 
manufactured here than in the lower country, yet the difference is, 
I believe, no greater than as to the cloathing of the field slaves, for 
which purpose Kendal Cotton, oznabrigs, & hempen rolls are pur- 
chased, but the owner of every plantation tans the hides of the cattle 
which are killed or casually die, and, by that means, supplies the 
slaves in shoes for winter. The staples of the upper Country re- 
quire somewhat more field labour than those of the Lower and much 
less than those of the Middle, & having however but few slaves, and 
being distant from foreign intercourse, the people depend princi- 
pally upon home manufactures, and, at least, equal the lower coun- 
try in them. 

As to raw materials, no Country under the sun, is capable of 
producing more than Virginia, the lower Country produces fine 
Cotton & Wool, and both might be increased even to satisfy great 
foreign demands in many parts good flax is also made. The middle 
Country produces fine Cotton, but the more valuable staples of 
wheat and Tobacco, confine the production to the demand of the 



William and Mary Quarterly 141 

private Manufactures of the Country itself — it is also well adapted 
to Hemp & Flax, of the first, some is produced for market: of the 
latter, every family makes for its own use : to the same extent Wool 
is also produced. The Upper Country supplies our Markets with 
great quantities of hemp, said to be equal to any in the World, flax 
is also here produced in high perfection, and in great quantities, 
the People using it for purposes to which, Cotton is applied below : 
for supplying the Article of Wool this part of Virginia is so favor- 
able that large droves of sheep go from it, to the lower Town 
Markets. 

The Mountainous parts of Virginia, abound in Iron Ore, from 
which most of the Iron, and some of the steel, used in the state, are 
supplied, and the productions of both might be so increased as to 
make great exports. We have also a valuable lead mine, in the 
Southwestern part of the upper Country, from which new manufac- 
tures are daily coming into practice, such as sheet lead for roofing, 
shot &tc. there is a shot factory in Eichmond, well established by 
the present worker of this Mine, and the same hand has furnished 
the lead for covering the roof of our Capitol, or State House, This 
mine was during the War, worked under the public direction of the 
state, and supplied all the lead used in the Southern service; sup- 
plies of it, also went to the Main Army, but whether for the whole 
service I will not undertake to say. 

As to regular Trades we have but few, they are however, in- 
creasing daily in the upper Country, there are severall fulling Mills 
from which good Cloth is seen, I will endeavour to obtain samples. 
I have now endeavoured to give you, in addition to the inclosed 
papers, such information as will furnish a general idea of the Man- 
ufactures throughout the Commonwealth, and having been tolerably 
attentive to these circumstances for several years, as I have passed 
through the various parts of the Country, am persuaded you may 
rely upon it, as well founded. I have been led to do it, from a 
consideration, that the approach of the session requires an early 
communication, and from the information expected from the upper 
Inspectors, having not yet arrived: When I receive their reports 
they shall be forwarded immediately. 

I beg you to be assured, that this business has been attended 
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with no material trouble or inconvenience, and that it has given 
pleasure to both myself & the Inspectors that you requested our as- 
sistance in obtaining the desired information. 
I have the Hono. to be 
With great respect 
Sir 
Your Most Obt. st. 

E. J. CARRINGTON 

Supervisor of Virg. 
Alexr. Hamilton Esq. 
N. B. D. Eagsdales return is made upon 20 Families in one 
neighbourhood comprehending all classes in life from the richest to 
the poorest — Upon my Census returns of the district of Virg. (ex- 
clusive of Kentucky). 70,825 Families appear, this note is made 
upon a supposition that it may possibly be useful in calculation 
which the Secretary may wish to make. 

Richmond October 8th 1791. 
Since mine of the 4th Instant, conveying some information 
upon Manufactures I have received an additional report from Gen- 
eral Stevens Inspector of Survey No. 2 which together with his 
letter, and a Copy of one he received from one of his Collectors I 
now do myself the pleasure to inclose. It was my intention, at first, 
to have obtained the Reports of all the Inspectors, and then have 
made a general one, with certain allowances, and remarks, for you. 
This would have been attended with but little trouble, and although 
you was good enough to desire that it might be dispensed with, yet 
I should have done it. The detached manner in which my informa- 
tion comes & the late period at which I should be enabled to com- 
municate it to you were I to delay for this purpose, dictates the 
greater propriety of complying with your dispensation, and giving 
you the information by parts, as it comes in. You find that Genl. 
Stevens & Mr. Ragsdale have, both, reported the domestic manu- 
factures made in twenty families, comprehending the various classes 
of life, from the richest to the poorest : this is done in consequence 
of a request I made of each Inspector in order to form a principle 
of calculation upon the whole number of families in the State, 
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expecting that, as these Gentlemen reside in different parts such 
reports might enable us to judge how far a general principle of 
calculation might be relied upon, or what deviations might be 
proper to lead the nearest the truth. You will observe that each of 
these reports already received, take in the whole year 1790, the 
others will do the same and as they come to my hands, they shall 
be forwarded to you. 

The enquiries upon this subject gave rise, at first, to suggestions 
from the Enemies of the Government, that the object was a Tax 
upon manufactures, this led to the necessity of the Inspectors ef- 
fecting their enquiries in such manner as would not favor such an 
alarm, and this they have been so judicious in, that there is nothing 
said about it now. indeed it is generally believed in the true light 
as leading to some project for the encouragement of home manufac- 
tures. 

I am with the greatest respect 

Sir 
Your most ob. st. 
E. J. CARRINGTON 
Supervisor Va. 

Alexander Hamilton Esq. 

Surry Augt 23d 1791 2 

Dr Friend 

Thine of the 26th of last Mo. I received & set about with much 
chearfulness to comply with thy request but thou'l be perhaps sur- 
prised at hearing that most of the people in these parts have got 
into such spirit of Jealousy that they suspect some design unfavor- 
able to them in every thing that is attempted of a public nature. 
"What are they going to Tax our cloath too? was the reply of sev- 
eral, and as nothing I could say in respect to the real intention 
would satisfy, was inclined to think it would be best to decline the 
attempt. I suppose however that several of the neighbours make 
from three to four hundred yards of Cloth each year, which is 



2This letter is addressed to Gen. Carrington. 
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mostly Cotton, a small proportion of it is mixt Cotton & Wool and 
Cotton & Flax but there is very little made that is all Wool or Flax 
— I am inclined to think that for ten Miles round me the average 
quantity of Clo. would be nearly two hundred yards to each Family. 
That at least 5/6 of all the Cloth, Shoes & Stockings that are used 
in those Families are home made. The average price of which are 
nearly as follows. Cloth 2/ — Shoes 5/6 or 6/ 

Thy Friend 

ABSOLM BAILEY 
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Culpeper Court House October 6, 1791. :i 
Expecting this to be nearly about the time you would wish to be 
receiving the reports respecting the manufactures of this State. I 
have made Out and now Inclose you such a one as (I conceived) 
you required of me ; at least as nearly so as was in my power ; And 
I hope it may be such as will answer. You will understand the 
information was taken entirely from persons of this County, in- 
deed I found great reluctance in many of my Acquaintances, re- 
fusal from others, at least their conduct produced the same effect, 
as they never could find a proper time to detail to me or sit down 
and acct. themselves. However it will make no difference my get- 
ing the intelligence intirely from persons of this County as I 
think the circumstances of all the Countys in my survey are nearly 
similar, as to Cultivation, Produce and Domestic manufacturies, 
except perhaps in one or two of the little Countys in the Lower 
parts of it In averaging the prices of the different Articles I gov- 
erned myself from the information as well as by the following 
Principles. The Linnen Cloth made by the Rich is generally for 
their negroes which is course, that made by the midling Kind, in 
great proportion, is also made in the same way, and that by the 
lower Sort for their own wear, therefore a greater part of theirs 
would be somewhat of a finer Quality In the Woolen Cloth both 
the Rich and the middling by what I could learn was nearly the 
same Kind for negroes, and Children some of it [ ?] colour and other 
in the Shape of a Stuff which is imported from Britain and called 
Twayo [ ?] The poorest people among us raise few or no Sheep and 
what wool they commonly have is I fancy mostly made into Stock- 
ings. The Cotton Cloth made by the Rich, a great proportion for 
Coverlet [?].... which is valuable. It is also nearly the case 
with the middling, or at least what they may be deficient in Cover- 
let . . . [ ?] they make up in Womens fine Gowns. The Poorest is 
generally coarse. With Respect to Stockings and Shoes the Rich 
commonly purchase the greater parts of the fine Kinds which they 



■'The inclosed papers mentioned by Gen. Stevens in this letter have 
not been found. 
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wear and the other Classes dont make much use of them. Therefore 
after taking into Acct. that the largest Quantity are for negroes 
and the poorest people, I think I may be pretty near the value of 
these Two Articles. 

I have received one Eeport of the Stated Trades, or rather a 
List of the names of the deferent Tradesmen, distinguishing 
whether leaving in Town or Country from Mr. Adams of Loudon, 
he says it was not in his Power to do more, he seems to be of a dis- 
position to oblige and has the Character of a very active attentive 
Industrious good man. I have also received from Mr. Yancey of 
Louisa by way of a Paragraph of a Letter of some thing on the Sub- 
ject, but in order to give you a better Knowledge of it, than a de- 
scription, I have taken the Liberty to inclose you a Copy. In what 
manner do you wish me to hand them to you ? I mean as to waiting 
until they all come forward to me, and make a General report. I 
am with very much respect. Sir 

Your most hum. Servt. 

EDWARD STEVENS Inspector 

Eevenue, Survey No. 2 

FROM GEN. HENRY LEE TO HAMILTON. 

Alexa. 12th August 1791* 
My Dear Sir 

our parting conversation has deeply employed my mind & I con- 
tinue to lament exceedingly the existence of any event which puts 
us even politically opposite. 

No man is more warmly attached to his friends than I am; 
among the first of whom my heart places you. I thoroughly con- 
fide in the unstained purity of your principles, altho I feel enmity 
to the measures flowing from them. I am solicitous for your en- 
creasing fame & yet cannot applaud your system. The superiority 
of your understanding I am not a stranger to & therefore very often 
am led to doubt the accuracy of my own conclusions; my conse- 
quent apprehensions introduce redeliberation which always termi- 
nates in confirmation of my opinions. 



^Hamilton manuscripts in the Library of Congress. 



